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Overview of the Year

Sept 2021 - now
● Development of new curriculum. Introduction of Kapow which we adapted for COVID and used in

conjunction with other planning resources e.g. Hampshire Music Service.
● Gradual reintroduction of singing in classes, year groups and as a Key Stage for Singing Worship.
● Investment in percussion and tuned percussion instruments and introduction of these within our

music lessons. This has enabled all children to participate fully in the lessons.
This means we can now teach notation schemes and composition.

● Grant applied for in July 2022 to fund further instruments for class teaching.
● Introduction of ‘Music of the Week’ across the school. This has been received positively and the

children are hearing a wide range of genres across the year.
● Curriculum map has been developed to incorporate Kapow units. We are continuing to draw

resources from other planning resources to supplement this term by term.
● Cross curricular links are being made where purposeful.
● PPA teachers are delivering longer lessons fortnightly. This enables all lessons to be taught in depth

and have more impact. Continuity is being maintained by an increasingly specialist team.
● Year 3 resumed their Listen 2 Me instrumental lessons from Hampshire Music Service. This is

continuing September 2022.
● Peripatetic lessons fully resumed in person for violin, cello, woodwind, brass, guitar and piano.
● KS2 choir reintroduced, restricted to just Year 6 due to covid singing rules. KS2 choir to be fully

restarted for all year groups 3-6 in September 2022.
● KS1 choir reintroduced, restricted to just Year 2 due to covid singing rules. KS1 choir to be fully

restarted for all year groups 1 and 2 in September 2022.
● Year 6 choir, 11 musicians and dancers taking part in BPSM July 2022.
● Enrichment: Year 4 and Year 6 went to the Hants Music concert at the Anvil in July 2022.
● Enrichment: Jubilee Day celebrated with live Scottish dance band, whole school dancing Lambeth

Walk, Hokey Cokey etc on playing fields.
● Year 6 end of year performance to parents of the musical show ‘Matilda’ in July 2022.

Curriculum Intent, Implementation, Impact - reflect on your intent, what has been implemented & the impact this has had

Intent It is our aim that children should leave St Marks with an appreciation of the joy of music,
and the necessary skills to listen to, compose, perform and appraise music. Our Music
curriculum should contribute to the development of our school Learning Behaviours for
each child, in particular Creativity, Risk Taking, Pride and Resilience.

Implementation This feeds into all our planning.

Impact Children are engaging more and developing confidence within music lessons.
They are:

● embracing singing again
● becoming more aware of the different genres of music.
● using more musical terminology
● recognising more instruments
● developing skills to analyse music
● developing skills in playing a range of instruments, and control in playing.
● beginning to show awareness of and understanding of notation within KS2.

What Performance Information do you monitor for your subject? - such as book looks, data, planning, pupil conferencing etc



● FAG review every half term.
● Effort and Engagement are assessed termly.
● Miss Stonehouse is delivering lessons so she can monitor where necessary and support other PPA

teachers in delivering lessons across other year groups. Immediate lesson feedback feeds into
planning.

● Teachers use videos as part of assessment recording.

What was progress like within your subject? - eg - good, assessment shows …
● Children are generally meeting learning objectives at each assessment point (half termly), showing

steady progress in the development of music skills.
● Frequent formative assessment enables teachers to adapt planning for individual children or groups

week by week, ensuring progress made and learning objectives met.
● Year 6 marked up musical notation using the SolFa scale, and then played a tune on glockenspiels,

reading the notation
● Year R instrument lessons during 2020-21 have impacted positively on Y1 children’s abilities with

rhythm this year. Confidence and control when playing an instrument has improved with availability of
quality instruments.

● children’s listening skills are improving as they learn to unpick and understand a piece of music using
the new music planning.

What THREE questions are you considering for future developments in your subject? - eg - effective fieldwork,
teacher confidence, more engagement, pupil views, units that make the biggest impact and why etc

1. Are we delivering good lessons?
2. Are the children engaging as much as we think?
3. What should assessment in Music look like?

How does your subject help to further develop inclusion and diversity in and outside the school gates? - how
does your subject promote inclusion (SEND, vulnerable pupils, EAL etc) How does your subject promote & bring to life diversity?

● Lessons reflect lots of different cultures and that enables us to show a wide range of musicians from
across the world. Kapow music choices are exciting and varied so children can connect on many
different levels.

● Music of the week promotes understanding of, and awareness of music from different countries and
cultures.

● Planning provides learning opportunities for all abilities and provides equity of experience.
● Music is being taught to the Bridge children and they are resourced. Recorder lessons took place in

Summer 1.
● Peripatetic lessons are fully funded for PP children who would like to learn an instrument. Lessons

are accessible to all.
● All children in Year 3 learn 3 different instruments as part of their Listen 2 Me teaching.

If there was ONE thing you could change or develop in your subject what would it be?

● More time to teach Music.

What resources have you added to support your subject this year and what was their impact on learning? -eg
- new PE equipment, science equipment, history boxes, DT booklets etc.

● Major investment in percussion and tuned percussion instruments for whole class teaching - all
children can engage and participate in lessons.

● Subscription to Kapow curriculum - rich and comprehensive scheme of work to fulfil the National
Curriculum.

What key resources do you still need and why? Maximum of three!

● Space and time to re-introduce music clubs; orchestra, guitar ensemble and choir.
● Recorder scheme for delivery to KS2 classes in the future.
● Request for funding bursary for Boomwhackers and African djembe drums submitted May 2022 to

extend possibilities for music making across all ages.

Why do we teach what we teach?



What are the
SIX key skills for
your subject?

An effective musician:
1. uses their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking

chants and rhymes
2. plays tuned and un-tuned instruments musically with increasing skill, in both solo

and ensemble contexts
3. listens with concentration, understanding and appreciation to a range music
4. experiments with, compose, select and combine sounds and instruments using

the interrelated dimensions of music
5. uses and understands staff and other musical notations
6. has an understanding of the history of music

How do you
ensure that
every skill is
taught within
your subject?

Kapow and other planning takes full account of these aims.

What is your
rationale for the
curriculum
organisation of
your subject?
Inc. time allocation,
how often it is taught,
links to other subjects
& why,

Each half-term unit is designed to build on previous skills, although focus may shift from
term to term. There is a clear overall plan for the curriculum, which is constantly reviewed.
Planning reflects topics where appropriate (eg Music of Ancient Greece, Planets), but is
not tied to this. Enrichment links are made to other learning wherever possible - the
teachers delivering teach all subjects.
Lessons are taught fortnightly, for 50 mins, because of time/staffing constraints.

What have you
done to confirm
that everything
in the NC is
covered?

Toolkit reflects all NC requirements. Kapow planning is fully compliant, and updated.

Describe what a
good learner of
your subject
looks like when
they leave St
Mark’s. What are
the key components of
a good learner in your
subject?

1. Apply reading staff notation to other instruments/pieces
2. Apply listening skills to new genres
3. Form opinions based on what they hear in the music
4. Curious and asking questions about the area they are learning about
5. Drawing on prior knowledge and understanding
6. Enthusiastic to try something new – learning an instrument or composing in a

different style
7. Children are ready to expand their musical knowledge at KS3 and online GCSE
8. Appreciate the value of music and it’s role in wellbeing

What does marking, feedback  and assessment look like in your subject?

● Constant feedback in lessons
● New class assessment sheet trialling from June 2022.

How do you know marking, feedback and assessment has been effective for children’s progress?

We are already seeing progress in children’s confidence and engagement. Staff actively feed back to each
other, ensuring best practice and better planning next time. Always discussion about children who may be
struggling, and how to help them progress.

What provision do you make for SEND & vulnerable children in your subject? - how is work scaffolded, how might tasks
be adapted?

Kapow planning provides learning opportunities for all abilities and provides equity of experience. There are
suggestions of how to support a variety of abilities.

How do you ensure ‘challenge’ for all in your subject and in particular those who are GDS? - what could children
who progress quickly or already know things be challenged?

● Kapow planning provides suggestions for supporting GDS children.



● Teachers are responsive to children who need further challenge within lessons. Formative
assessment enables teachers to highlight these children and plan for them in subsequent lessons.

● We aim to provide opportunities to extend and develop the musical skills of more able pupils through
involvement in external music events such as BPSM, BAYO.

What training and development have you received in your subject? - courses, books read, social media followed, subject
associations joined etc.

● No formal subject manager training but subject managers actively seek out support groups on social
media to gather ideas for how to improve practice.

● Kapow demonstration videos and support materials are invaluable.

How has this training and development impacted the learning and progress of children?

● As subject managers we are confident to deliver the lessons and that we have knowledge and skill.

What barriers to developing your subject have you encountered and how have you overcome these? - If you
haven’t overcome these, you may want to write what would help.

● Time - re-worked the timetable to move to fortnightly taught lessons with additional singing lessons
from class teachers to supplement this. Singing worship is delivered weekly by class teachers.

● Staffing - re-worked the timetable to enable PPA staff to teach Music lessons exclusively.

What are the key elements of your action plan for Sept 2022 - Sept 2023?

● Monitoring of lessons
● Developing the use of recording devices as an easy and manageable way to evidence our music

curriculum.
● Continue to adapt and develop our planning.
● Attend annual music conference run by Hampshire Music Service.
● Build relationship with HMS to develop enrichment opportunities.
● UPDATES
● AFS to Music Conference - useful contacts made.

Funding bid successful - £750 grant spent on 16 djembes and sets of boomwhackers. Djembes
already used in Y4 Indian unit and Y5 African unit.
Orchestra restarted after half term, AFS and Hannah Carter, with assistance from Samuel Ford, Y7
former pupil. Around 8 children, should increase to 10. Poor take-up, fairly low ability, not helped by
lack of violin teacher. After school on Thursdays. To perform to KS2 and parents in final week of
Autumn term.
Issues around missing violin teacher. RB chased up Hants Music, and new teacher started
penultimate week of Autumn term.
Contact made with outside source for enrichment of Y4 Indian music unit; but expensive (around
£600) and clashed with asking parents for other moneys, so not followed up this time. Can be better
planned next year.


